


Film Synopsis
Good-hearted dreamer Larry Daley (Ben Stiller), despite being perpetually down on his luck, thinks he’s 
destined for something big. But even he could never have imagined how “big,” when he accepts what 
appears to be a menial job as a graveyard-shift night watchman at a museum of natural history. But 
during Larry’s watch, something extraordinary happens: the museum’s exhibits magically come to life. 
A fearsome T-Rex insists on a game of fetch (with one of his own skeleton bones); Mayans, Roman 
Gladiators, and cowboys emerge from their diorama to wage epic battles; and a wax figure of Teddy 
Roosevelt (Robin Williams) gives Larry important advice while harboring a crush for an Indian 
princess. As things spiral wildly out of control, Larry must find a way to control the magic to stop a 
nefarious plot and save the museum.

Turn your local IMAX® theatre into an extension of your classroom as your students journey through 
the Natural History Museum in Night at the Museum: The IMAX Experience!  IMAX films are a great 
way to not only entertain, but also educate your students.  The following facts and hands-on activities 
will excite your students and further their understanding of history and the natural world.

Allow your students to experience this fun-filled adventure on the world’s largest screens with crystal 
clear images and amazing digital surround sound!
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Quick FactsQuick Facts
Some of the exhibits that come to live in the film include Theodore Roosevelt, 
Neanderthal Man, T-Rex, Roman Gladiators and Cowboys… among others. Below are 
some facts on these historical figures.

Cowboys
Cowboys were hired by cattle owners in the U.S. to look after their stock.
Their principal job was to ride over an assigned stretch of range and tend the cattle.
Their most demanding job was to move a herd of cattle (500 -15,000 head) to northern ranges or to 

market. 

Neanderthals
Neanderthal means “Man from the Neander Valley”.
Neanderthals lived 230,000-28,000 years ago in Europe, Central Asia and the Middle East.
The Neanderthal diet relied heavily on meat, making them skilled hunters, cooperating together in 

hunting parties. They exploited the natural landscape to surround their quarry and make a kill at 
close range. This hunting practice left many Neanderthals with painful injuries.

Neanderthals were capable of speech, but their communication skills were not as advanced as our 
own. They also seemed to lack an understanding of abstract concepts such as art.

Roman Gladiators
Gladiators (from Latin gladiatores) were both professional and amateur fighters in ancient Rome 

who fought for the entertainment of its "civilized" spectators.
Gladiator matches took place in ampitheatres and were staged after the animal fights and public 

executions.
Gladiators were typically recruited from criminals, slaves, and prisoners of war.

Theodore Roosevelt
Theodore Roosevelt was the first president to receive the NOBEL PEACE PRIZE in 1905 when he 

negotiated a settlement of the RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. 
Roosevelt procured the route for and began construction of the PANAMA CANAL in 1904.
In 1903 a stuffed toy bear was given to him which led to the naming of "teddy" bears.
Dates of Presidency: 9/14/1901 - 3/3/1909
Party: Republican
First president to ride in an airplane
Graduate of Harvard University
26th US President

Tyrannosaurus Rex
Tyrannosaurus Rex means Tyrant Lizard King
The first T-Rex was found in Hell Creek, Montana, USA
T-Rex’s arms were only about 3 feet (1 m) long, and it had 2-fingered hands. T-Rex had cone-shaped, 

serrated teeth that were continually replaced.
T-Rex was a three-toed, meat-eating theropod that lived 68-65 million years ago, during the Late 

Cretaceous period.
T-Rex is descended from the same ancestor as modern-day birds. T-Rex had toes that pointed 

forward, bird-like ankle bones, a wishbone, and air-filled bones (like birds).
A teenage T-Rex needed 350–1,000 pounds (160–450 kg) of meat a week, the equivalent of a whole 

cow.
An adult T-Rex could cover 15 feet (4.5 m) of ground with each giant step.
The largest T-Rex was likely 40 ft. in length, and an average IMAX screen is 60ft high and 80 ft wide. 

So watching T-Rex on an IMAX screen is like seeing it nearly twice its real size!
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Dinosaur Trivia QuizDinosaur Trivia Quiz

4
Courtesy of: www.janetriehecky.com



Answers to the Dinosaur Trivia QuizAnswers to the Dinosaur Trivia Quiz

(1) C
(2) A--A scientist found the bones of Apatosaurus and gave it that name, but it 

didn't become famous. Later more Apatosaur bones were found, but the 
scientist didn't know they were from a dinosaur that had already been named, 
so he named it Brontosaurus. When scientists found out the two were the same 
type of dinosaur, the rules said they had to use the first name it had been given.

(3) D
(4) C 
(5) A
(6) D
(7) B
(8) D
(9) A 
(10) D

How did you do? Give yourself 10 points for each correct answer.

90--100: Dino-mite!
80--89: Colossal!
70--79: Tyr-rific!
60--69: Mighty Good
50--59: Need to bone up a little
Under 50: Fossilized
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Dinosaur Group Creative WritingDinosaur Group Creative Writing
Directions: As a group, you have 25 minutes to write a brief story about 
dinosaurs using the words below.

OMNIVORE 
PREDATOR 

EXTINCT 
SKELETON
CARNIVORE 

HERBIVORE 
PREHISTORIC 
PALEONTOLOGIST 

FOSSIL
DINOSAUR
PREY 

NAME ________________________
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Ancient Rome VocabularyAncient Rome Vocabulary

a planned military movement, as of troops, ships, or tanks

an openly insulting deed or remark 

any of several related plants with slender stems, bearing tiny 
blue flowers and seeds from which linseed oil is pressed

an expert in designing strategy, or a maker of strategies

a man in ancient Rome who fought, often to the death and 
usually under compulsion, for the amusement of an audience

a person in a culture believed by those in another culture to 
be savage, primitive, or uncivilized 

a government in which a single person rules absolutely and 
especially despotically

a projection at the end of a church or other building, usually 
having a domed or arched roof 

the rituals and observances of a particular religion, especially
those pertaining to a single deity

to weaken the foundations of as though by excavating

political and social disorder resulting from a lack or absence 
of governmental authority

a body of persons or entities graded according to rank or level 
of authority

a large building or amphitheater used for entertainment 
events, sports, or the like

in ancient times, a two-wheeled horse-drawn vehicle driven 
from a standing position

Maneuver

Affront

Flax

Strategist

Gladiator

Barbarian

Tyranny

Apse

Cult

Undermine

Anarchy

Hierarchy

Coliseum

Chariot
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Ancient Rome Vocabulary QuizAncient Rome Vocabulary Quiz
Directions: Match the vocabulary words on the left with the definitions on the right.

any of several related plants with slender 
stems, bearing tiny blue flowers and seeds 
from which linseed oil is pressed

14. Maneuver

in ancient times, a two-wheeled horse-
drawn vehicle driven from a standing 
position

13. Affront

a government in which a single person 
rules absolutely and especially 
despotically

12. Flax

a man in ancient Rome who fought, often 
to the death and usually under 
compulsion, for the amusement of an 
audience

11. Strategist

an expert in designing strategy, or a 
maker of strategies10. Gladiator

a person in a culture believed by those in 
another culture to be savage, primitive, or 
uncivilized 

9. Barbarian

political and social disorder resulting 
from a lack or absence of governmental 
authority

8. Tyranny

a body of persons or entities graded 
according to rank or level of authority7. Apse

the rituals and observances of a particular 
religion, especially those pertaining to a 
single deity

6. Cult

an openly insulting deed or remark5. Undermine

to weaken the foundations of as though 
by excavating4. Anarchy

a planned military movement, as of 
troops, ships, or tanks3. Hierarchy

a projection at the end of a church or 
other building, usually having a domed 
or arched roof

2. Coliseum (Colosseum)

a large building or amphitheater used for 
entertainment events, sports, or the like1. Chariot

NAME ________________________
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If I Were PresidentIf I Were President
President Roosevelt received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1905 when he negotiated a settlement of 
the Russo-Japanese War, a historical achievement. If you were President, what goals would 
you like to achieve? 

NAME ________________________

9



Website ResourcesWebsite Resources

A to Z Teacher Stuff
A to Z Teacher Stuff is a teacher-created site designed to help teachers find online resources more quickly and 
easily. Find lesson plans, thematic units, teacher tips, downloadable teaching materials, themes and more. 
Visit www.atozteacherstuff.com and then click on “dinosaurs” under “themes”.

Cyber Sleuth Kids
This is an internet search site for K-12 students. Click on “History” and then “Ancient Civilizations”. Here 
you will find links to additional sites for further learning in these categories. Visit: 
cybersleuth-kids.com.

Discovery School
Find lesson plans about Neanderthals, dinosaurs and other figures from the film on this educational website. 
Visit : school.discovery.com and click on “Lesson Plans” in the left navigation bar to search under Ancient 
History, Animals and more.

Enchanted Learning
Find a ton of facts, lessons, games and activities related to dinosaurs on this site. Visit 
www.enchantedlearning.com and click on “Zoom Dinosaurs”. 

Teach-nology
This site features easy-to-use resources for teachers who are dedicated to improving the education of today's 
generation of students, including lesson plans, printable worksheets, teaching tips and more. Visit the site to 
learn more about dinosaurs at www.teach-nology.com. Click on “worksheets”, “science”, “dinosaurs”.

Theodore Roosevelt
This site provides basic tools for student research of Theodore Roosevelt, including a biography, a TR 
Timeline, Quotations, TR's Conservation Legacy, and a page entitled "Just for Kids." Visit the site at: 
www.theodoreroosevelt.org, then click on “Research Resources” in the top menu bar, followed by 
“curriculum-based lesson plans”.

Time Warp Trio
This site of the TIME WARP TRIO television series offers a wonderful opportunity to get kids excited about 
history. Each episode has accompanying lesson plans in PDF format that includes two activities, historical 
background, curriculum connections and standards, handouts, and recommended books and links. Visit 
www.timewarptrio.com, then click on “Parents & Teachers” on the left, followed by “lesson plans” for in-
class activities about Neanderthals and Gladiators.
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